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“Domestic abuse is a cruel and complex crime that can affect anyone, leaving physical and emotional scars that can last 
a lifetime. While there has been a welcome gradual fall in the incidence of domestic abuse in recent years, there are still 

some 2.4 million victims a year (aged 16 to 74), the majority of whom are women. Far too many individuals have their lives 
destroyed by abuse. We need to build a society that has zero tolerance towards domestic abuse and actively empowers 

victims, communities and professionals to confront and challenge it and to provide victims with the support they deserve.”
The Home Office and Ministry of Justice 

“According to Refuge, the largest specialist provider of gender-based violence services in the UK, more than a quarter 
of women aged between 16 and 74 in England and Wales experience domestic abuse at some point in their lives 

and, of the women and children it supported in 2020–21, 59 percent experienced abuse involving technology”
Connected tech: smart or sinister? House of Commons report, July 2023

“Health and Education must be key system partners in the response to domestic abuse as both 
can intervene sooner, identify ‘seldom seen’ victims and survivors, and support their recovery. 

Both bear the costs of domestic abuse and must play an active role in the solution.”
SafeLives’ priorities for the domestic abuse response 2024

“Domestic violence is a complex issue that all health care professionals should have some understanding about. They 
should be aware of who can be affected, how individual victims may present in differing health care settings, how the 
subject could be approached, and most importantly what professionals can do to help and support victims of abuse.”

Domestic Violence Guidance, Royal College of Nursing, November 2023

“There is rarely just one victim – it affects whole families, and whole communities. We also know the 
most vulnerable in society often find it hardest to access support. This includes racially minoritised 
and marginalised victims, LGBTQ+, disabled, and younger (13-17) and older (61+) victims. The size 

of the challenge, outlined with the latest available figures, sets the context for our work.”
SafeLives Impact Report 2022-2023

“The scars of domestic abuse are not limited to physical wounds; they run deep in a victim’s psychological 
fabric. Unfortunately, many victims are reluctant to disclose abuse, and its presence often goes 

unnoticed in medical settings, leading to misdiagnoses and ineffective treatments. This issue becomes 
even more serious when children are involved: the consequences of witnessing abuse can impact their 

entire lives, potentially perpetuating the cycle of violence as they grow into adulthood.”
Vasumathy Sivarajasingam, GP Partner Hillview Surgery & Honorary Clinical Research Fellow at Imperial College London

It is reported that 2.1 million people aged 16 years and over experienced domestic abuse in the year ending March 2023. Health 
and social care professionals will often be the first point of contact, it is therefore essential to understand and implement best 
practice responses. This conference will support you to reflect and learn from experts in tackling domestic violence in health and 
social care settings, including hearing directly from the lived experience of a domestic violence survivor.

This conference will equip you with effective communication and intervention strategies, from screening patients to multiagency 
referrals and beyond. You will learn from the latest guidance and join group discussions between health and social care providers, 
MARAC members, trainers and safeguarding consultants. The conference will support you to develop your skills and confidence in 
your ability to make a difference in the lives of people experiencing domestic abuse.

This conference will enable you to:
•	 Network with colleagues who are working to improve the recognition and response to domestic abuse
•	 Establish comprehensive health practice in relation to domestic abuse
•	 Reflect on the challenges within the clinical setting and what it takes to implement best practice
•	 Update your knowledge on national developments and learning including the practical implications of the upcoming Victims 

and Prisoners Bill
•	 Learn from outstanding practice in identifying people experiencing domestic abuse
•	 Implement effective first response procedures and practice
•	 Develop effective practice on how to ask about abuse, respond to disclosures from patients, refer and signpost victims of 

domestic abuse and share best practice approaches of responding to domestic abuse
•	 Understand and develop the role of the IDVA in hospital
•	 Recognise the need for new and updated guidelines for screening domestic abuse
•	 Learn from the lived experience of a domestic violence survivor
•	 Develop your skills in supporting victims of domestic abuse including children who have witnessed domestic abuse
•	 Understand how you can improve information sharing around domestic abuse
•	 Self assess and reflect on your own practice
•	 Supports CPD professional development and acts as revalidation evidence. This course provides 5 Hrs training for CPD subject 

to peer group approval for revalidation purposes
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13.15	 Lunch Break & Virtual Networking

15.35	 Comfort Break & Virtual Networking

17.15	 Close There will be time after each speaker session for Questions and Answers

11.55	 Comfort Break & Virtual Networking

10.00	 Chair’s Welcome and Introduction
Sally McManus Professor of Social Epidemiology & Director, Violence and Society Centre

10.10	 The Lived Experience of Domestic Abuse                
Ursula Lindenberg 
Freelance Consultant and SafeLives Pioneer/Lived Experience Trustee

• raising awareness with lived experience
• giving a voice to women who have experienced domestic abuse

12.15	 The Need for an Update to the NICE Guidelines for Domestic Abuse
Vasumathy Sivarajasingam 
GP Partner, Hillview Surgery
Honorary Clinical Research Fellow 
Imperial College London

• why the 2016 NICE guidance is no longer fit for purpose
• how our approach to making enquiries about domestic abuse needs to change
• routine screening for domestic abuse with digital and remote consultations
• findings from our pilot project for identifying patients 

experiencing domestic abuse behind closed doors

12.45	 Supporting children who have witnessed domestic abuse through a coordinated strengths based approach 
Nicci Wotton
Consultant Nurse, Safeguarding Children
Imperial College Healthcare NHS Trust

• early identification, and signposting to safety
• how can we better support children who have witnessed domestic abuse 
• training and educating frontline staff in safeguarding 

children who have witnessed domestic abuse  

13.45	 Conference to split into two streams, see next page for further details

Stream A
Health Focus 

Stream B
Social Care Focus

16.00	 The Victims and Prisoners Bill – challenges with how it will overhaul the parole system
Serena Sekhon
Barrister in Public Law, Human Rights and Inquests
No5 Barristers Chambers

• the Victims and Prisoners Bill – challenges with how it will overhaul the parole system
• updates to the Domestic Abuse Bill 2020
• statutory guidance for Independent Domestic Violence Advocates

16.30 	 EXTENDED SESSION: Domestic Abuse: Information Sharing & Disclosure 
Christopher Fincken
Member & Former Chair
UK Caldicott Guardian Council

• information sharing and governance around Domestic Abuse - 
Common Law Duty of Confidence & Data Protection Act

• Promoting effective information flows between agencies working 
with the same victim, survivor, children or perpetrator

• to share or not to share?  Criteria that must be met to allow 
information sharing around domestic violence cases 

• managing and sharing information in a multi-agency context
• case studies: decision making in practice  

10.40	 Current Developments and Challenges
Nicole Jacobs
Domestic Abuse Commissioner for England and Wales

• the importance of the survivor voice for improving awareness
• the role of health and social care services in the identification 

and support of high risk victims of domestic abuse
• tackling the increase in economic abuse
• the new challenges we face with tech-facilitated abuse
• changes to statutory guidance and new legislation

11.10	 EXTENDED SESSION: Establishing comprehensive health practice in relation to domestic abuse
Gene Feder
Professor of Primary Health Care
University of Bristol
Medina Johnson
Chief Executive
IRISi

• what is the evidence for best practice responses to domestic abuse 
in primary and secondary care, sexual health and mental health 
services and how can best practice be implemented?

•  how do we link training on domestic abuse to a system-
level response in health care settings?

• how do we build effective health service-domestic abuse sector partnerships?
• what should we expect from front-line clinicians, managers, and commissioners?



10%

13.45	 Case Study: The Silent Crisis of Male Victims of Domestic Abuse
Luke Martin
Specialist Domestic Abuse Consultant
Martin Training and Consultancy

• societal stereotypes that prevent men from getting help when needed
• asking men sensitive questions that can help with talking about their experiences
• raising awareness within hospitals and better equip 

frontline staff on how to tackle the issue

STREAM A
Health Focus 

	 Chaired by
Emma Pickering Head of Tech and Economic Abuse, Refuge

14.15	 Case Study: Holistic support in hospitals: Developing the role of the Hospital IDVA
Tracey Dewe 
Hospital IDVA
East Lancashire Hospitals NHS Trust

• the role of the Hospital IDVA
• the Hospital IDVA within the Safeguarding team 
• the Patient Journey – from disclosure to discharge…and beyond
• supporting Staff who are experiencing Domestic Abuse
• case study

15.15	 Chair Led Group Discussion

13.45	 Case Study: Economic Abuse and the Cost of Living Crisis
Sarika Seshadri
Joint Head of Research and Evaluation
Womens Aid

• analysing how financial hardship has led to an increase in domestic violence cases
• the rise in economic abuse as a consequence of financial instability in the UK
• case studies – providing support for survivors that are staying 

in dangerous situations due to financial worry

STREAM B
Social Care Focus

14.15	 Tackling The Rise of Digital Domestic Abuse
Emma Pickering 
Head of Tech and Economic Abuse
Refuge

• how location-enabled tech is being exploited by abusers
• what the ‘Connected Tech’ House of Commons report tells 

us about the increase in tech-facilitated abuse
• our strategies to support victims of tech-facilitated abuse into safety
• ways the police are currently untrained in dealing with tech-facilitated abuse

14.45 	 Recognising The Harm Caused By Coercive Controlling Behaviour
Dr Julie-Ann Jordan
Senior Researcher
Northern Health & Social Care Trust

• the introduction of the Coercive and Controlling Behaviour Framework
• recognizing patterns and actions of coercive control
• understanding the impact of the perpetrator’s behaviour on the survivor
• what is the role of mental health, substance misuse, 

culture and socio-economic factors on CCB

15.15	 Chair Led Group Discussion

14.45	 Case Study: Improving mental health support for domestic abuse survivors
• improving mental health support for domestic abuse survivors
• what support do people need
• case studies 

Dr Beena Rajkumar
Consultant Psychiatrist and Consultant Medical Psychotherapist
Lincolnshire Partnership NHS Foundation Trust



ca
rd pay

ments

 disc
ount*

gro
up booking

disc
ount**

15%10%

Virtual Conference 
This conference will include access to a user friendly virtual 
format which will provide you with the full experience from 
your workplace or home. 

Date
Thursday 28th November 2024

Conference Fee
£295 + VAT (£354.00) for NHS, Social care, private 
healthcare organisati ons and universiti es.
£250 + VAT (£300.00) for voluntary sector / chariti es.
£495 + VAT (£594.00) for commercial organisati ons.

Credit Card Discount
10% discount when you book via credit or debit card.  This off er is exclusive 
to card bookings and cannot be used in conjuncti on with any other 
Healthcare Conferences UK off er.

Group Rates
A discount of 15% is available to all but the fi rst delegate from the same 
organisati on, booked at the same ti me, for the same conference.

Terms & Conditi ons
A refund, less a 20% administrati on fee, will be made if cancellati ons are 
received, in writi ng, at least 4 weeks before the conference. We regret that 
any cancellati on aft er this cannot be refunded, and that refunds for failure 
to att end the conference cannot be made, but substi tute delegates are 
welcome at any ti me. View our Full Terms and Conditi ons here and our 
Privacy Policy

For more informati on contact Healthcare Conferences UK on 01932 429933 or email jayne@hc-uk.org.uk

Confi rmati on of Booking
All bookings will be confi rmed by email, unless stated otherwise. 
Please contact us if you have not received confi rmati on 7-10 days aft er 
submitti  ng your booking.

Exhibiti on
If you are interested in exhibiti ng at this event, please contact Carolyn 
Goodbody on 01932 429933, or email carolyn@hc-uk.org.uk 

Credits
CPD Certi fi ed. Conference Producer is a member of the Briti sh 
Associati on for Professional Conference Organisers. 

*

**

Conference Registrati on

Download

>  How to book Book online via credit card and 
receive a 10% discount*  www.healthcareconferencesuk.co.uk Post this form to Healthcare Conferences UK

8 Wilson Drive, Ott ershaw, Surrey, KT16 0NT

>  Your Details (please complete a new form for each delegate. Photocopies are acceptable)

First Name

Surname

Job Title

Department

Organisati on

Address

Postcode

Telephone

Fax

Email

Name

Signature

Date

Dr    Mr    Mrs    Ms (Please Circle)

>  Payment

Address

Postcode

Organisati on

Name

By Cheque  A cheque for             is enclosed

By Invoice   Please send an invoice to

PURCHASE ORDER NUMBER
(If Applicable)

Please note if you are requesti ng an invoice many NHS organisati ons now require a Purchase Order 
Number to be provided. If you do not provide this number this may slow down the processing of this 
delegate place.

By B A C S

By credit  card  Please debit my Visa/Mastercard/Switch

Please make Cheques Payable to: Healthcare Conferences UK Ltd.

For Payments in £:                Sort Code  40-46-22                  Account No. 21553690

Please send your BACS remitt ance form as confi rmati on of payment

Your BACS Reference

Cardholder’s Name

Issue No. (switch only)

Valid From Expiry Date

Card  No.

Signature

Card billing address

Promoti onal Code

All secti ons must 
be completed

You will be contacted during the processing of your booking to confi rm the payment card security code.
(this is the last three digits of the number printed on the back of your card)

Identi fying and Supporti ng people who are 
experiencing Domesti c Abuse
Thursday 28th November 2024, Virtual Conference

Visit our website www.healthcareconferencesuk.co.uk  tel 01932 429933   #Domesti cAbuse2024

Healthcare Conferences UK reserve the right to make changes to 
speakers and programmes without prior noti ce.
©Healthcare Conferences UK Ltd 2024

Third Party Contact 
If you wish to receive informati on from third party companies such as those sponsoring or 
exhibiti ng at our events. Please ti ck this box

Please also ensure you complete your full postal address details for our records.

This form must be signed by the delegate or an authorised person 
before we can accept the booking
I accept the terms and conditi ons relati ng to cancellati ons, substi tuti ons and refunds, and the privacy 
policy and agree to the processing of my data to receive informati on directly from Healthcare Conferences 
UK (and their event partners for jointly organised events) about related future events, news & updates, 
and promoti onal off ers that I can unsubscribe from at any ti me. 


